We know that reading lots of books halps to make childnen
better readers. We also know that to spend a lot of time
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want to reod!
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A passion for books

Righardt ke Roux &= the Programme Libraran at Westonoria Libvory
informafion Senvices. He is possionate obout the mporiant role
Merocy con play in people’s ives. Nalboll spoke fo him about his
anthusiasm for moding and books.
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Across the country, individuals and
organisafions are finding woys fo make
reading and writing part of children’s
daily lives. To say thank you, our
featured Siory Stars will recedve meal
vouchers® courtesy of Wimpy to enjoy
with the children in whose lives they are
making a difference.

* For heemis ond condifions: ol opply, ga o
wiwysy il o shony=iars.

Oor die hele land hean vind individug en
organisasias maniere om lees en skryf deal fe
moak wan kinders se dooglikse lewens. Om
dankie fe s& sal ons Storlasterns wat in die byloe
verskyn mooltydbawyse® met vergunning van
Winpy ontvang sodat hulle dit kon geniet soom
miet die kinders in wie se lewens hulle ‘n verskil
rricalk.
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The witch who lives
on the hill

Die heks wat op die
heuwel woon

s s A story be,

facing your fears,

accepting differences and
having compassion.

HEARTLINES
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w: hid behind the hedge, Peloyvume, Kitso and me,
all breathing hard. *Did vou see her™ Pelovame

asked breathiess,

“Yeah, she's scary,” | said, though | hadn’t really seen
her. But | didn’t need to. Evervone knew what Mma
Raphane looked like, She had wild grey hair and was
tall and bony-<thin, with etbows that could cut straight
through a person. If vou looked into her eyves, vou

would be turmed into a zombie. Many children had. We
all knew that.

“She poked her head out of the door when | threw the
stone, did vou see™ Kitso said excitedly, “My cousin
siad she ate his ca™

“¥eah. she does that sometimes.” Pelovame said
nodding her head. Peloyame knew everything there
was 1o know aboul Mma Raplane, the witch,
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Ches &2 v haar dankee onv gaan sl om e drink, Dhie ander
kinders how ons norakkie dop, en dim kom hulle een vir een
ook in die el m. Hulle tel ons gervedshap op en begin werk
wanr ons opgehou het.

Peloyvame stian lings die heimnge. *“Her? Wat doen julle
cnens” Sy 'n heks! Het julle verpeet™ Almal ignoeer vir
Pelovame. Sy stnnn diaar en skop die grond en stip don bine
hwaad weg

Mima Eaphane kvk na die Kinders wat 50 lank vir haor

W r_'EE_-;,!lm:'qﬂl_l-.'q'l het Sy e min my e f mbwacl, Hamr of 15 vol
imne. “Dankie,” (huster sv heseng, Sy glimbag vir ons terwyl
ans op haar stoep s en water dnnk
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We thanked ber and sat down to drink. The other children
watched us for some time, and then they came into the vard,
one by one. They pcked up our toals and got to work where
wie had ket of

Pelovame stood af the fence alone. “Hey? Wit are vou
guys doimg? She's a witch! Have you forgotten?” Evervone
ignored Peloyame. 5o she kicked the ground and walked

mway angrily.

Mma Raphane looked at the children who had run from her
fior so bong, She tumed ww Gabriel and me, There were tears
in her eyes. “Thank you.” she said i a scratchy whisper. She
srniled down at us as we sat drinking water on her stoep.
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s kruip agter die

heining wep, ek,
Peloyvame, en Kitso, Cins
bl wlrel hard avem.
“Het jv haar gesien™ v
Pelovame untasem

*In, 5y"s vreesaanjoend,”
s ek, nl het ek haar nie
regtag gesien nie. Maar ek
hoel ook mie, Almal weet
hoe Mmn Raphane vk,
Sy het wilde grys hare
en s lunk en brandmacr,
et elmbod wat repdeur
n mens sal sny. As jv in
haur of kyvk, verinder 1y
in 'nzombie. i het ol
met baie Kinders gebeur
Almal weet dit.

*S¥ het haar kop by die deur witgesteek toe ok die
klip gooi, Het julle gesien?™ s Kitso opgewonde.
“My nefie s sy het sy kat oppedat.”

“la, sy doen din partvkeer,” s& Pelovame en knik
haar kop. Pelovame weet alles wat daar oor die heks,
Mma Raphane, te wete is
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We collected spades and rakes and headed back up the
hill. Gabriel and | knocked quictly on the door, We had a
short talk with Mma Raphane. Then we started clearing
the long, dried grass in the yard. As we worked, other
children came 10 stand along the fence. They stared at
us, but kept silent,

Peloyame came too. She saw me and shouted, *Teboga,
are you crazy? Aren’t vou afraid of the witch?”

“She's not a witch!™ Gabriel shouted back angrily.

Just then Mma Raphane came out with two glasses of
cool water,

—

Oms maak grawe ¢n harke bymekanr en ks weer koers
teen die heuwel op, Ek en Gabriel klop saggics won die
deur, Ons praat vinnde met Mma Raphane. Toe begin
ons die [ang, drod gros m die erf skoonmank, Terwy]
ons werk, kom die ander kinders ook langs die heining
staan. Hulle staar ons aon, magr & nie 'n woord nie,

iy [
,‘il looked at the house up on the hill, Its pink
peching paint fading in the ot Botswana sun, Tall
prass filled the yord. Amvihing could be hiding in

_ - Pelovame kom ook, Sy sten my en skree: “Tebogn, 18 |y
that grass. A shiver ran down my spineg.

mal? 15 jy mie bang vir die heks me™
| tumed to Peloyame. She was explaining to Kitso
how witches fike Mmuo Raphane used stolen cats
in their powerful medicine. [t was getting late.

| knew ['d be in troublke i7 1 didn't get home.
*Listen, guys, | have to ga!™ | left them in the
hedge busy with their witch talk.

*5v 15 mie 'm heks mie!™ skree Gabriel kwaai verug.

Met 1oe kom Mma Raphane uin met vwee groot glase
kivue waler,
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Get story active!
A you ond your chiideen hove read The witch who Fees on fhe il iy ool Froboor 'n poosr van Rl idees by o jows kinders Dip fads wat ap die
wecerry o Tt bk, hevwel woon kioor goloes het,
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Story corner

Here is a story for you to read aloud or fell,
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