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A passion for books

Fghaordt ke Rowsx ks the Progromme Librorion af Wesionario Libvary
information Services, He is passionate about the imporont role
Werocy can play in people’s lves. Malibaoli spoke 1o him about his
enthusiaem for reading and boolks.
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reading and writing part of children’s
dally lives. To say thank you, our
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siid she ate his car”™

“¥eah. she does that sometimes.” Pelovame said
nodding her head. Peloyame knew everything there
was 1o know aboul Mma Raplane, the witch,

Sambonga sahilala phanst ukwee siphuee, Eemye crineane
rasibukn islkhashuna, rase wingenn ngaphaksthi egceken,
neayinye ngayimye. Lathatha amathulees ethu zaghubcka
nokusehenem lapho sesiecime kKb,

LIPekovame wama vedwa othangsweni, “Hheyi® Menzmni'?
Lingommthakathe! Semibchohlnve vini?™ Wonke umunitu
wiziha uPelovane, Wabe esekbabibela umhlaborin wahamba
mgokuthidiuthels.

LiMma Raphane wabeka bringone emse simbalekele
isikhiin cside kanguia, Waphendukels kimi nolinbeel,
Amehilo akhe mvepowele myember. “Ngivabonga,™ esho
feerw cincane elthoshornco, Wastbuka wamumatheka
nigestkhathn sihlel: siphees amanes esitibinni,
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w: hid behind the hedge, Peloyvume, Kitso and me, i
all breathing hard. *Did vou see her™ Pelovame !
asked breathless, :
“Yeah, she's scary,” | said, though | hadn’t really seen :
her. But | didn’t need to. Evervone knew what Mma i
Raphane looked like, She had wild grey hair and was '
tall and bony-<thin, with etbows that could cut straight :
through a person. If vou looked into her eyves, vou i
would be turmed into a zombie. Many children had. We I
all kmew that I'
“She poked her head ow of the door when | threw the |L
stone, did vou see™ Kitso said excitedly, “My cousin i
I
|
I
I
"
I
3
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We thanked her and sat down 1o drink. The other children
watched us for some time, and then they came into the vard,
one by one, They packed up our toals and got o work whene
wie had ket of

Pelovame stood af the fence alone. “Hey? Wit are vou
guys doimg? She's a witch! Have you forgotten?” Evervone
ignored Peloyame. So she kicked the ground and walked

mway angrily.

Mma Raphane looked at the children who had run from her
fior so bong, She tumed ww Gabriel and me, There were tears
in her eyes. “Thank you.” she said i a scratchy whisper. She
srniled down at us as we sat drinking water on her stoep.
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Surl.l.‘-ill.ﬂ ngemva kothungo,

uPeloyame, uKiiso nami,
sasthefurela sonke. “Ngabe
nimbonile™ kubues uPeloviame
cheliela

*¥eho, uyesabeka,” kusho
minm, moma enpeleni
ngangizange ngimbone, Kodwa
ngangingading: ukwmbona.
Wonke umuniu wiavazl ukuili
uMma Raphane ubukeka
kanpam, Wayencsihtuthn
esimputiga. emude (ithi

ondile, encrindololwane ¢ricije
kongangokuthi zaringasika
umumntu phikathi. Uma unithe
njo emehiweni, wawuphenduka
umkhova. Zaxningi izingane ezazehlelwe vilokhu,
Sonke sasikwan lokho.

“Walungwes emnyango negesikhathi ngiphonsa itshe,
nibonile™ kusho uKitso ngesasasa, “Umzalo wami
witthi wadla ikati lakhe,™

“Yebo, uvakwenza lokho ngesinve isikhathi,” kusho
uPelovame evuma ngekhanda. UPelovame wavan
konke umuniu ayengakwazi ngomihakathi onguMma
Raphane.
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el |
,‘il looked at the house up on the hill, Its pink
peching paint fading in the ot Botswana sun, Tall
prass filled the yord. Amvihing could be hiding in
that grass. A shiver ran down my spineg.

| tumed to Peloyame. She was explaining to Kitso
how witches fike Mmuo Raphane used stolen cats
in their powerful medicine. [t was getting late.

| knew ['d be in troublke i7 1 didn't get home.
*Listen, guys, | have to ga!™ | left them in the
hedge busy with their witch talk.

5
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We collected spades and rakes and headed back up the
hill. Gabriel and | knocked quictly on the door, We had a
short talk with Mma Raphane. Then we started clearing
the long, dried grass in the yard. As we worked, other
children came 10 stand along the fence. They stared at
us, but kept silent,

Peloyame came too. She saw me and shouted, *Teboga,
are you crazy? Aren’t vou afraid of the witch?”

“She's not a witch!™ Gabriel shouted back angrily.

Just then Mma Raphane came out with two glasses of
cool water,

Sathatha amafosholo namahhaln sakhuaphuka sava
cequmeni. Minn noGabrel sanggonggorm ngokuthula
emnyvango. Saxoxmsana kafshane noMma Baphane
Sase sigaln ukususa utshani obide obomile egeckeni.
Negesikhathi sisebenza, kwafikn cxinye iangane zama
othangweni. Zasipgolosela, kodwa zangasho lutho

Kwert noPelovame. Wangibonn wamemeza wathi,
*Tebogo, usangene yimi? Awumesabi umthakatha™

“Akavena umthakathi®™ kuthetha uGabriel ngolaka.

M ealeso sikhath) kwaphuma uMma Raphane neangilaz
ezimbill ramanzd ubanduyo,
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Story corner
Here is a story for you to read aloud or fell,

It iz about @ clever, young boy who abways
tried o help others.

The magic paintbrush
(Fart 1) retold by Wendy Harmann
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